
yer the past decade the relationship between the federal overnment and the universities with regard to federally landed scientific research has become increasingly trained. Mounting concern over the deterioration of nis relationship and its impact on research led the late hilip Handler, then President of the National Academy of siences (NAS) , to appoint this Ad Hoc Committee on Dvernment-University Relationships in Support of Science.
In a letter dated January 12, 1981, Dr. Handler riefly described the growth of the academic/scientific nterprise, with the support of the federal government, ince World War II.  The letter states:
The marriage of the universities and the federal government was hurriedly made during World War II when the emergency situation did not permit time for debate or discussion.  There was no debate concerning a philosophy that would frame the terms of the arrangement.
r. Handler's letter then referred to some of the problems nvolved in the government-university relationship.  He ent on to outline the Committee's broad charge:
The Council of this Academy and I have agreed that the time is propitious to bring into being a group of individuals of mixed backgrounds who, after review of this history, would not design yet more patches but rather consider what the form of an ideal relationship might really be, what should be the terms by which the universities and the federal government acknowledge their partnership in this enterprise and how they could go forward together
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